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Alexandra Abello Colak is a doctoral student at
the University of Bradford. Her academic work
focuses on the links between security and
participation, the transformation of global and
local security paradigms and the provision of
security in communities affected by inequality
and violence. She has published articles in
English and Spanish on community policing in
Colombia and on other aspects of the
relationships between state and society in
contexts of violence and reconciliation.
Mustapha Kamal Al-Sayyid received a PhD from
the Graduate Institute of International Studies
in Geneva, and teaches Political Science at Cairo
University and the American University in Cairo.
He has also taught at Harvard and Colgate
universities and been a visiting scholar at the
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).
He ran the Center for the Study of Developing
Countries of Cairo University during 1995–2004
and is the Director of the think tank ‘Partners in
Development’, in Cairo. He has published in
Arabic, English and French on issues of political
economy of development, political theory, civil
society and human rights in Arab countries.
Niagale Bagayoko is a Fellow of the IDS. She is a
political scientist with a doctorate from the
University of Paris. She has published widely,
including a 2003 book on US and French security
policies in Africa (Afrique: Les Stratégies Française
et Américaine) and three other volumes. She is
currently researching sector reform in
francophone African countries and led field
research in Central African Republic, Cameroon,
Mali and Senegal. She has also studied
interagency and multilateral processes in post-
conflict environments; subregional security
mechanisms in West Africa (ECOWAS); and
African conflict-management mechanisms.
Sunil Bastian is a political economist. His
research interests cover the politics of capitalist
development, ethnic conflict and state reforms
and the role of foreign aid in these processes in
Sri Lanka. He has published widely, his most
recent book being The Politics of Foreign Aid in Sri
Lanka, Promoting Markets and Supporting Peace
(Colombo: International Centre for Ethnic
Studies 2007).
May Chartouni-Dubarry is a Senior Research
Fellow in Middle-Eastern studies and a
consultant with several international think
tanks. She is preparing a book entitled The
Lebanese–Israeli Conflict: A Prospective Analysis
(forthcoming 2011).
Anuradha M. Chenoy is Professor at the School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU). She has been chairperson and
Director of the Russian and Central Asian
Studies at JNU. She has written many books and
articles, including a recent co-authored book
(with Shahrbanou Tadjbakhsh) on Human
Security. Concepts and Implications (London:
Routledge 2007). She has also been actively
involved with many peace groups and NGOs.
Gastón Chillier is a lawyer with degrees from the
University of Buenos Aires and the University of
Notre Dame. He is the Executive Director of the
Centre for Legal and Social Studies (CELS), an
NGO established in 1979, during the military
dictatorship, which has since worked towards
strengthening the institutions of democracy and
upholding human rights and the rule of law.
Prior to this, he was Director of the Global
Rights’ Latin America programme, and Senior
Associate in Human Rights and Security at the
Washington office of Latin-America (WOLA).
Lucia Dammert is the Director of the Program
on Security and Citizenship at the Faculty of
Latin American Social Sciences (FLACSO),
Chile. She has worked in academic institutions in
the United States and Argentina, as well as in
the Chilean Interior Ministry. Her articles and
books on public safety, police, and community
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participation include Security and Police Reform in
the Americas (with John Bailey, 2006) and Ciudad y
Seguridad en América Latina (with Gustavo
Paulsen, 2005).
Neloufer de Mel is Professor of English at the
Department of English, University of Colombo,
Sri Lanka. She holds a PhD from the University
of Kent at Canterbury, UK and has been a
visiting scholar at universities in the USA,
including Yale, Rutgers, Amherst College and
New York University. She is the author of
Militarizing Sri Lanka: Popular Culture, Memory and
Narrative in the Sri Lankan Armed Conflict (Sage
2007), and Women and the Nation’s Narrative: Gender
and Nationalism in 20th Century Sri Lanka (Kali for
Women 2001); has co-edited a forthcoming book
on the impact of the tsunami on women in Sri
Lanka and has authored several articles on
aspects of gender and cultural studies.
Claudio Fuentes holds a PhD in political science
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill (2003), and received the 2003 Best
Dissertation Award by the Human Rights
Section of the American Political Science
Association (APSA). He was Director of the
Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences,
FLACSO-Chile (2004–8) and is currently the
Director of the Social Science Research Institute
(ICSO) at the Universidad Diego Portales in
Santiago, Chile.
Leymah Gbowee is a co-founder and Executive
Director of the Women Peace and Security
Network (WIPSEN-Africa) a Pan-African
women’s peacebuilding organisation. As past
Coordinator of Women in Peacebuilding
Network’s (WIPNET) Liberia chapter, she
organised collaborative peacebuilding initiatives
for a network of women peacebuilders called
‘The Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace
Campaign’. She is the recipient of international
awards for her peacebuilding activities, and is
the central character of the award-winning
documentary, Pray the Devil Back to Hell.
Sanjana Hattotuwa created and is the Editor of
Groundviews (www.groundviews.org), a pioneering
award-winning web journalism initiative based in
Sri Lanka. He publishes and speaks widely on
media development, conflict resolution and using
the internet for peacebuilding, both locally and
internationally. He is a senior researcher at the
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Colombo,
Sri Lanka.
Jeffrey Isima holds a PhD in politics from
Cranfield University, UK. Having worked in
Nigerian local government and for the Global
Facilitation Network for Security Sector Reform
(GFN-SSR), he is currently the Coordinator of
the African Security Sector Network (ASSN). His
main areas of research interest are security and
development.
Bassma Kodmani is the Executive Director of the
Arab Reform Initiative, a consortium of Arab
and international think tanks with a joint
programme on reform in the Arab world, and
associate researcher at the Centre d’Etudes et de
Recherches Internationales at Sciences-Po, Paris.
Her research centres on social and political
change in Arab societies and security in the
Middle East. Her most recent book is Abattre les
Murs. Les Arabes et Leurs Craintes (Paris: Liana Lévi
2008).
Robin Luckham is a post-retirement Research
Associate at IDS with more than 40 years’
experience working on the military,
disarmament, democratisation, security and
development, mostly in the context of sub-
Saharan Africa. He was the founding Chair of
the Global Consortium on Security
Transformation and previously chaired the
international advisory group of the Global
Facilitation Network on Security Sector Reform.
’Funmi Olonisakin is the Director of the Conflict,
Security and Development Group (CSDG) at the
School of Social Science and Public Policy, King’s
College London. Prior to this, she worked in the
Office of the United Nations Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict. Her most recent
publication is Peacekeeping in Sierra Leone: The Story
of UNAMSIL (Lynne Rienner 2008).
Jenny Pearce is Professor of Latin American
Politics and Director of the International Centre
for Participation Studies in the Department of
Peace Studies at the University of Bradford. She
is also a convenor of the violence, participation
and citizenship thematic group with the
Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability at IDS. She is a
specialist in issues of violence, conflict, social
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change and social agency in Latin America.
More recently, she has also worked on problems
of participation and conflict in the north of
England, following the Bradford riots of 2001.
Michael Solis is a Princeton in Latin America
Fellow working for Human Rights Watch and
FLACSO-Chile’s citizen’s security programme.
Upon graduation from Princeton University in
2007, he worked for a year as a Luce Scholar for
the National Human Rights Commission of
Korea focusing on issues such as former Korean
sexual slaves, immigrant rights, and
discrimination against HIV/AIDS sufferers. He
co-founded the Hmong Action Network and has
participated in a number of projects to bring
educational and medical services to
impoverished communities in Mexico. 
Mohammad Osman Tariq is currently working as
Governance Advisor with the Asia Foundation,
Afghanistan. He has an MA in Governance and
Development from IDS. Tariq has 30 years’
experience, being a fighter in the 1980s, working
with the Taliban government and tribes, and
being coordinator of the National Solidarity
Program in the south-east region of Afghanistan.
Silvia Varela holds an MSc in International
Security and Global Governance from Birkbeck
College, University of London. She is a
researcher at the Centre for Legal and Social
Studies (CELS), Argentina, where she works on
the Armed Forces Project, which seeks to
influence security decision-making; to advance
institutional reforms in the security sector from
a human rights perspective; and to uphold a
democratic security agenda.
Fiona Wilson is a Professorial Fellow of IDS and
team leader of its governance team and was,
until this year, Professor of International
Development Studies at the University of
Roskilde, Denmark. She has worked on issues of
authority and political violence in Peru since the
1990s, has published widely and is currently
finishing a book on the history of radical political
militancy in the Andes over the last 100 years.
Susan L. Woodward is Professor of Political
Science at the Graduate Center, City University
of New York, and currently senior fellow at the
Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y
el Diálogo (FRIDE), Madrid. A specialist on the
Balkans, her current work is on state failure and
post-conflict state-building. She has held
professorships at North-western University,
Williams College and Yale University; policy-
research positions at the Brookings Institution
and King’s College, London; was head of the
Analysis and Assessment Unit for the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in 1994
and special adviser to the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in
Sarajevo in 1998. Her writings include (among
others) Balkan Tragedy: Chaos and Dissolution after
the Cold War (Brookings Press 1995).
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